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switches to the hurlers 
who are due to open their 
campaign against AlI-Ire­
land champions Kilkenny 
on Sunday week it is sin­
cerely hoped that a solu­
tion can be found in time 
for that and subsequent 
games to proceed on 
schedule, if not it could 
be a difficult spring and 
summer for Cork sup­
porters. 

WITH the ongoing Cork 
managerial crisis still 
not resolved the County 
Board have sought a post­
ponement of the opening 
game in the league against 
Meath on Saturday night 
in Navan. as it seems 
likely that the request 
will be granted it gives all 
sides a further opportuni­
ty to solve a problem that 
has Cork in the headlines 
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for all the wrong reasons. 
Greg Twomey Erins Own capt receives the Dubai 7s Hurlling Comp Trophy Paul O'Brien, Captain of 5t Nick's receives his award The focus now ,

ick's and Eri wn win in Dubai� 
THE second Dubai Duty 
Free sponsored gulf sev­
ens in football and hurl­
ing were completed over 
the weekend in Dubai and 
the honours in both codes 
come to Leeside as the 
games hosted by the Du­
bai Celts GAA club were 
a resounding success 111 the 
Dubai Polo Grounds. 

It was an action packed 
week long festival. golf on 
Wednesday, racing under 
lIghts 111 the Sheik  

lost to Dubai Celts but se­
cured a last four spot by 
defeating Castleblayney­
Faughs early on Saturday 
morning. 

In the hurling semi-fi­
nals Erin's Own had a four 
point victory over St Nick's 
and there was a surprise in 
the second semi-final when 
Sean Treacy's from Lon­
don beat the hosts Dubai 
Celts. 

Own produced a top class 
performance with Kieran 
Murphy and Peter Kelly 
outstanding in a tough en­
counter that the Caherlag 
lads won by 2 points after 
extra-time. 

It was equally clost. 
in the second game as St 
Nick's looked to be head­
ing for an easy win but the 
Celts b:\ttlrd..  drew 
level.  got 
their noses In front hue on 
and eventuallr won by I • .c­ -x 



bai Celts GAA club were 
a resounding success in the 
Dubai Polo Grounds. 

It was an action packed 
week long festival, golf on 
Wednesday, racing under 
lights in the Sheik Mhak­
toum Stadium on Thursday 
before the business end of 
the tflP got underway on 
Friday. 

In the 'A' football the 
favourites were Long­
stone from county Down 
and they duly topped their 
group and were joined in 
the last four by the hosts 
Dubai Celts, while Erin's 
Own and St Nick's having 
met in the very first game 
of the day, which Nick's 
won, emerged for group 
'B'. 

The football and hurl­
ing ran side by side and 
again the Cork clubs fared 
well, Erin's Own' easily 
qualifying for the semi-fi­
nal, while St Nick's who 
obliged the organisers by 
playing in the competition 

'lnd there was a surprise In 
thc second semi-final whcn 
Sean Treacy's from Lon­
don beat the hosts Dubai 
Celts. 

Little doubt 

There was little doubt 
about the outcome of the 
hurling final as Erin's Own 
even without a host of their 
top players, who were 
asked not to play by the or­
ganisers in the interests of 
balance, coasted to a com­
fortable victory with Mark 
O'Connor, Alan Bowen 
and Greg Twomey among 
the goal scorers. 

The football competi­
tion was now building up 
nicely and the first semi­
final between Erin's Own 
and Longstone was await­
ed with interest, it must be 
said that the Down sIde did 
not endear themselves to 
many by thetr approach to 
the competition. 

In this game Erin's 

"'.: 
in the second "game as St 
Nick's looked to be head­
ing for an easy Win but the 
Celts battlr.\,L~1ck, drew 
level, bcfvt!"-~ick's got 
their noses in front late on 
and eventually won by I 
point, to set up an all Cork 
football final, with Erin's 
Own chasing the double. 

Third meeting 

It was their third meet­
ing of the weekend and it 
proved to be the best as the 
sides produced an exciting 
contest which given the 
exertions of the two days 
in the warm conditions re­
flects well on both squads. 

Erin's Own looked to 
have the game won but 
points by Peter Cuthbert 
and then Graham Callanan 
ensured It was all square at 
the finish. 

The two clubs then 
agreed to share the trophy, 
but the organisers, and it 
is easy to understand why. 

Gerry Howe, Chairman 5t Nicks presenting Daithi Hanley chairman Dubai Celts with a memento of the club's visit. Also 
pictured are Finbar McCarthy (Cork Independent & 96FM) and Doney McCarthy of the Dubai Celts 

The combined 5t Nick's and Erin's Own teams pictured on their recent visit to Dubai 

would have a preferred 
an outright winner and 5 
minutes extra-time was 
agreed. 

Searirig heat 

In the searing heat nei­
ther side' could manage a 
score and excellent referee 
John Sexton then ruled 
that the 'golden score' rule 
would apply. and in the 
very next play of the game 
great work by Killian Spalll 
and Donal Og O'Donovan 
set up} Graham Callanan 
who fisted over the win­
ning p~int. 

Fi~tingly then the two 
clUbS!who embraced the 
comp,tition in the spirit 
in which it was organ­
ised tame away with the 
two ruain trophies, while 

Stephen Cronin was named 
hurler of the tournament. 
with Donal Og O'Donovan 
picking up the football ac­
colade. 

Immense credit is due 
to the organising commit­
tee who also ran a Camogie 
and Ladies Football com­
petition, while the 2006 
and 2007 L,dies Football 
All-Star teams, which in­
cluded a host of Cork play­
ers played an exhibition 
game on the afternoon of 
the finals. 

The amount of work 
that went into the compe­
tition had to be seen, with 
transport for teams, goal­
posts, nets and referees all 
taken care off over a hec­
tic and exciting few days, 
while four pitches in use 
were in pristine condItion 

and hopefully the competi­
tion will go from strength 
to strength in the coming 
years. 

Strong 
connection 

There is a very strong 
Cork connection in the club 
and all these guys work 
hard at keeping the GAA 
flag flying in a city that Ni­
all Byrnes described as the 
'biggest building site in the 
world' such is the amount 
of development taken place 
there. 

Daithi Hanley from 
Kerry Pike is the Chair­
man, Conor O'Riordan 
from Ballyhea is the Han 
Secretary, while Carrigtwo 
hil's Doney Mc Carthy. Ni 

all's uncle, is a real driving 
force behind the scenes. 

Many well known Irish 
sports people were in Du­
bai for the event. among 
them Tipperary hurling 
legend Sabs Keating, his 
son in !"w jockey Johnny 
Murtagh whose tip for the 
last race on Thursday night 
was spot on, and former 
stars DJ Carey and John 
Leahy who actually lined 
out with Castleblayney in 
the hurling competition. 

Well done to all for a 
great week in particular 
the players from St Nick's 
and Erin's Own who were 
a credit to their clubs over 
the ten days, and already 
thoughts are turning to 
2009 and the defence of 
their respective titles. 


